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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT PP 
SUB J : SOMARE MINISTRY 

REF: PORT MORESBY 1078 

SUMMARY: NEW PANGU/PPP COALITION MINISTRY IS REGIONALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE AND A GENERAL IMPROVEMENT IN QUALITY OVER 
LAST CABINET. POST DOES NOT BELIEVE ITS COMPOSITION 
INDICATES A MARKED CHANGE IN PNG FOREIGN POLICY OR ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS FOREIGN INVESTMENT. HOWEVER, SOME OBSERVERS SEE 
REASON FOR APPREHENSION RE FOREIGN MINISTER'S ATTITUDES TOWARDS 
TORRES STRAIT AND IRIAN IAYA BORDER ISSUES. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . SOMARE HAS ANNOUNCED NEW MINISTRY ON TERMS AGREED UPON RE 
FORMATION OF PPP/PANGU COALITION SHORTLY AFTER ELECTION OF 9 
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PANGU. 3 PRO-SOMARE INDEPENDENTS, AND 6 PPP MINISTERS. EMPHASIS 
ON REGIONAL REPRESENTATION WAS OFTEN AT EXPENSE OF TALENT. 

ONLY PROVINCES NOT REPRESENTED ARE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, WEST SEPIK 
AND MANUS. THOUGH NEW CABINET IS GENRAL IMPROVEMENT IN EDUCATION 
AND EXPERIENCE OF MEMBERS, SOME OF MOST TALENTED GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORTERS REMAIN OUTSIDE OF MINISTRY. 
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2. THIS WILL BE SOMEWHAT RECTIFIED BY THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF UP 
TO 9 PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES, WHO WILL ASSIST MINISTERS AND 
RECEIVE MINISTERIAL PERKS SUCH AS CARS AND HOUSES, BUT WILL NOT 
VOTE IN CABINET. SOME TALENTED PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES 
ASSISTING WEAKER MINISTERS CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE SUBSTANTIAL 
INFLUENCE IN GOVERNMENT POLICY. 

3. MINISTRY, LISTED IN GENERAL ORDER OF THE MINISTER'S 
INFLUENCE IN CABINET, IS AS FOLLOWS: 

MINISTRY MINISTER 

PRIME MINISTER MICHAEL SOMARE, PANGU LEADER 

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 

PRIMARY INDUSTRY JULIUS CHAN, PPP LEADER 

DECENTRALIZATION JOHN MOMIS, INDEPENDENT 

FINANCE BARRY HOLLOWAY, PANGU 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND TRADE EBIA OLWALE, PANGU DEPUTY LEADER 

LABOUR AND INDUSTRY JACOB, LEMEKI, PPP DEPUTY LEADER 

TRANSPORT, WORKS, SUPPLY 
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AND CIVIL AVIATION BRUCE JEPHCOTT, PPP 

NATURAL RESOURCES BOYAMO SALI, PANGU 
POLICE AND CORRECTIVE 

INSTITUTIONS PATTERSON LOWA, PANGU 

EDUCATION, SICENCE AND 

CULTURE OSCAR TAMMUR, MATAUNGAN 

DEFENCE LOUIS MONA, PPP 

HEALTH WIWA KOROWI, PPP 

PUBLIC UTILITIES BABRIEL BAKANI, PPP 

MEDIA TOM KORAEA, PANGU 

COMMERCE PITA LUS, PANGU 

ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION 

AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS STEPHEN TAGO, PANGU 
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JUSTICE DELBA BIRI, PANGU 

YOUTH, RECREATION, SOCIAL 

DEVELOPMENT AND WOMEN'S AFFAIRS PATO KAKARYA, INDEPENDENT 

4. MINISTERIAL CHANGES OF PARTICULAR NOTE ARE: 

JULIUS CHAN WHO HAS LONG BEEN INTERESTED IN PRIMARY INDUSTRY 
POST, BOTH AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY BACKGROUND IN AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMICS AND AS RELIEF FROM DAILY PRESSURES OF FINANCE MINISTRY. 
CHAN IS EXPECTED TO BECOME VERY ACTIVE AND VISIBLY SO IN RURAL 
AGRICULTURE AND WILL TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF POLITICAL 
OPPORTUNITIES AFFORDED BY THIS EXPOSURE. CHAN MAY RUN INTO 
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DIFFICULTY, HOWEVER, AS HIS WILL BE TASK OF EXPLAINING FALL 
IN WORLD COFFEE PRICE TO UNSOPHISTICATED HIGHLANDS FARMERS. 

JOHN MOMIS WILL BE STRONG FORCE WITHIN CABINET AND, AS HE HAS 
DONE BEFORE, MAY USE THREAT OF HIS RESIGNATION TO ADVANCE 
STRONGLY HELD VIEWS. MOMIS WILL TRY TO EXTEND DECENTRALIZATION 
MINISTRY BEYOND PROVINCIAL AFFAIRS DEPT, WANTING A MAJOR VOICE 
IN DECENTRALIZATION OF GOVERNMENTAL POWERS AND 
TRANSFERS OF STAFF TO PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL. 

EBIA OLEWALE AS FOREIGN MINISTER FROM WESTERN PROVINCE MAY 
CAUSE SOME CONCERN AMONG AUSTRALIANS OVER TORRES STRAIT ISSUE 
AND INDONESIANS OVER IRIAN JAYA REFUGEE AND BORDER ISSUES. 
HOWEVER, OELWALE IS ALSO LESS LIKELY THAN KIKI TO TAKE 
INDEPENDENT ACTION ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS ISSUES AND WILL BE SUSCEPTI- 
BLE TO MODERATING ADVICE OF SOMARE AND CABINET. 

5. TEI ABAL HAS BEEN ELECTED PARLIAMENTARY LEADER OF UNITED 
PARTY AND HAS BEEN OFFTCI ALLEY RECOGNIZED AS LEADER OF THE 
OPPOSITION. 

OLMSTED 
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